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What inspired you to volunteer for SSYS?  
Many of my best memories as a child revolve around playing youth baseball with friends. I 
was fortunate to have supportive parents and many great coaches who helped me develop 
as a player and achieve my goals. My son Conner also loves baseball and spending as much 
time at the park as possible. I was thankful for the coaching he received his first couple of 
years at the park as a youngster and was more than willing to jump in and lend a hand when 
the need for additional coaches surfaced about three years ago. Now that my son is older, I 
continue to want to see his skills and love for the game grow, but I also want to help grow 
the experience for other kids and their families too. 
How long have you been a volunteer and what positions have you taken part in along the 
way? 
I officially started coaching spring of 2017 when my son was 8 and playing coach pitch, and 
have coached every spring, summer and fall season since. I have coached summer ball 
teams the past two summer seasons. Last spring, I coordinated Sunday Select practices for 
10-12 YO's, and I also organized and coached a two-week baseball academy for 45 Latino 
kids from the Sandy Springs area. This was an incredible experience, and I was extremely 
thankful for the support provided by our park in terms of volunteers and a willingness to 
host the first Mission Baseball Academy. This fall I helped facilitate the fall ball season with 
Chris German, and I coached the Xolos de Sandy Springs for three 11U tournaments. 
Do you (or did you) have children that play at SSYS? If so, what are their ages and how long have they played at the park? 
My son Conner (aka Digger!) has played baseball at SSYS since he was six. He is now eleven years old. He too loves spending time at the 
park and believes the snack shack offers the best cheeseburger in town! 
What do you like most about your volunteer work at SSYS? 
I love spending time with the kids and families. The relationships with people make the experience at the park meaningful and fun. My wife 
loves SSYS baseball too, but she doesn’t always understand why my son and I like to spend time at the park even when our team isn’t 
playing a game or practicing! I tell her it is just fun to be out there with friends. I’m sure that I’m not the only one who feels this way too. 
Do you have a job outside of your SSYS board position? If so, what and tell us a little about it? 
I am one of three pastors at Kairos Presbyterian church in Sandy Springs; a church of predominately young families. It is a great place to 
work and supports my passion for coaching. Kairos also was the primary financial supporter of the Mission Baseball Academy hosted by 
SSYS last spring. 
What’s a typical week for you in your volunteer position? 
Like all the other folks who coach at the park, I spend 3, 4, sometimes 5 days out at the park coaching practices or games. My new role 
overseeing instruction at the park will allow me to give time and energy to the park as a whole. As we enter the winter offseason, several 
of us on the board will be strategizing on how we can unlock and explore opportunities to expand the quality of instruction and coaching 
our kids receive at the park. I’m looking forward to seeing where this leads to and the positive impact it has on the level of play at our park. 
Finish this sentence. On Sunday mornings, you can usually find me... 
At church...Sunday is a workday for me, but I suppose that is probably where you would find me even if I wasn't a pastor. At church or in 
the woods doing a little hunting with Conner. 
When not rooting for your SSYS team, who is your favorite school/sports team and/or players? 
I lived in Northern California my whole life until moving to Atlanta in 2003. I’ve remained a San Francisco Giants fan, but I also cheer for the 
Braves. As a kid I idolized Nolan Ryan and Will “the thrill” Clark. Today, I’m a big fan of Freddie Freeman and Madison Bumgarner (he would 
look good in a Braves uniform!). 
When you are not at one of the many events, games or board meetings at SSYS, what do you enjoy doing most? 
I enjoy spending time with family and friends on the lake or at the beach. I also try to get as much time as possible hunting. Now that my 
son is old enough to join me on hunting trips, it is even more enjoyable. 


